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 Paul Jones Shares Experiences from Antarctica  

 
           May 2010 

By Jennifer Ruddy 

  

Antarctica /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΚ  tŀǳƭ WƻƴŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΤ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 

several years, this retired school teacher and wastewater operator from Montezuma, Iowa, has spent his winter 
months there.  On his first trip, lodging consisted of a tent and water treatment was accomplished by harvesting 
and melting ice chunks from a near-by glacier. 

Recently, Paul took time from his busy schedule to share his 
experiences at an AWWA and IWPCA Young Professionals (YP) 
event, hosted by FOX Engineering Associates in Ames. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ !ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎŀ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
National Science Foundation Program that pairs teachers with 
Antarctic research teams; they participate in real studies being 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƘŀǊǎƘŜǎǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎΦ  tŀǳƭ 
ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǊƛŘŜ 
by helicopter outside of McMurdo, which is the American 
Antarctic research center stationed in an Antarctic bay.  Paul 
helped monitor stream flow in McMurdo Dry Valleys as part of a 
long-term ecological research project.   

He enjoyed his first Antarctic experience so much that he decided to apply the next year to work in McMurdo at 
the water, wastewater, or power plants.  To tŀǳƭΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ aŎaǳǊŘƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
returning to Antarctica annually.  Paul shared ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ aŎaǳǊŘƻΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǎƭǳŘƎŜ ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ 
reverse osmosis water treatment plant, and generator-powered power plant and described how much he enjoyed 
working in each of the plants. 

 

Earlier this year, before returning to the United 
States, Paul had a once-in-a-lifetime chance to travel 
from McMurdo to the South Pole.  Paul flew on a US 
Air Force cargo aircraft headed to the South Pole to 
deliver supplies.  It took a couple of hours to get to 
there but that was much shorter than the twenty-plus 
days required for travel by vehicle over the Antarctic 
terrain.  Paul had just enough time to visit and take a 
picture at the ceremonial and geographical South 
Poles before it was time to return to McMurdo.   In 
fact, the visit was so brief that the pilot never turned 
off the engines between landing and take-off.   

Paul Jones with the author, Jennifer Ruddy of FOX 

Paul at the ceremonial and geographical South Poles 
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The young professionals who attended aǊΦ WƻƴŜǎΩ presentation greatly enjoyed seeing the many 

pictures and hearing about his experiences working and living in Antarctica.  The AWWA and IWPCA 

young professionals that were invited to listen to Paul Jones present include members who are 35 and 

under.  The organizations provide involvement and networking opportunities to young members 

through the YP groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
! ƴƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ch·Ωǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ tŀǳƭ WƻƴŜǎΥ 
FOX Engineering travels throughout the US in its effort to meet client needs.  Recently, such US travel was 
overshadowed when this "friend of FOX", Paul Jones, arrived at the South Pole sporting a FOX Engineering cap. 
Paul is a retired science teacher; FOX's Dale Watson says Jones taught him everything he knows when Dale was in 
high school. The photo above was taken in January 2010 when Paul was selected to participate in a fuel delivery 
flight from McMurdo Station to the South Pole Research Station. 
 

 

Paul sporting a FOX Engineering cap! 


